


digitally. Having access to this history is convenient 
and also a beneficial talking point when recruiting 
new members.

It is up to the members of the Auxiliaries to do the 
physical research, digitization, use proper storage 
and promote your history to the community. This 
will all be worth it in the long run. Preserving your 
Auxiliary history helps preserve the traditions and 
values within your Auxiliary. 

Research

For the Auxiliaries that have been established prior 
to MALTA, it will take some investigation to find 
information. There are places to do research to gain 
this information. Here are several ways:

•	 Ask your Auxiliary members: interview them 
about when they joined the Auxiliary to obtain 
information to record about their years of 
membership.

•	 Connect with your Department, they may have 
archives and records.

•	 Your local newspaper: most have archived news 
articles from years ago.

Digital Platforms and Proper Storage

When an Auxiliary has been established for 20-plus 
years, displaying or storage becomes an issue. A 
digital platform such as a computer or tablet will 
condense materials and save space.

When choosing a storage platform, consider factors 
such as storage capacity, accessibility, security 
features and integration with other tools. Each 
platform has unique advantages tailored to different 
user needs, ensuring there’s likely an option that fits 
your requirements perfectly. It is always a smart idea 
to have more than one storage platform. Here are a 
few ideas:

•	 Storage platforms: iCloud, Google Drive, 
Dropbox, OneDrive

•	 Flash Drives
•	 External hard drives

Social Media 

Social media plays a significant role in the 
younger generation today. Social media is used to 
communicate through feeds, profiles, groups and 
different forms of content such as photos, text and 
videos. By creating a Facebook account, Instagram, 
Snapchat, YouTube channel or TikTok you can share 
your Auxiliary experiences, stories, events and 
programs. It even helps you to retain and 
gain members. 

If you are still learning about media platforms, 
continue learning, as they are adding different 
platforms every year. Ask your children and 
grandchildren how to start using these if you are not 
sure how to use them. This is the way of the world 
today to keep history for the future generations 
to come. 

For more information see the Historian & Media 
Relations Program Awards on page 25.
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HISTORIAN & MEDIA RELATIONS
PROGRAM AWARDS

Awards for Auxiliaries:
1.  Citation and $25 to one VFW Auxiliary in each of the 10 Program Divisions that creates the most unique 
digital record of their VFW Auxiliary history since being established and publishes it to a digital platform for 
future members of their VFW Auxiliary.

Entry form is required and available in MALTA Member Resources.

VFW Auxiliaries must send the required entry form to the VFW Auxiliary Department Historian & Media 
Relations Chairman by March 31, 2027 for judging.

The VFW Auxiliary Department Historian & Media Relations Chairman must sign and send a copy of the 
completed Department-winning entry form to the VFW Auxiliary National Historian & Media Relations 
Ambassador by April 30, 2027 for judging.

Citations will be mailed directly to winning VFW Auxiliaries from VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters and 
money will be deposited into the VFW Auxiliary account after the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National Convention.

Awards for Departments and Department Chairmen:
1.  Citation and $25 to one VFW Auxiliary Department Historian & Media Relations Chairman in each of the 
10 Program Divisions for the best training and/or education promoting how to preserve the history of their 
VFW Auxiliary.

Winners will be announced, and citations will be presented at the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National Convention. 
Money will be deposited into the VFW Auxiliary Department account after the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National 
Convention for disbursement to the winning VFW Auxiliary Department Chairman.

2.  The Outstanding Performance Award and Second-Place Outstanding Performance Award will be 
awarded in each of the 10 Program Divisions based on the criteria listed on page 5 and for the promotion 
of the Ambassador’s Program goals.

Winners will be announced and awards will be presented at the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National Convention. 
Money will be deposited into the VFW Auxiliary Department account after the 2027 VFW Auxiliary 
National Convention.
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